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Dear Federal Elections Commission General Counsel,

It has come to my attention through local press reports (for instance, see article
enclosed from the Youngstown Vindicator), that the Timothy Ryan For Congress
Committee has violated Federal Election Law by Mr. Ryan’s obtaining a $50,000 loan
for his campaign with a single co-signer on that loan. | believe this loan, with a single
co-signer guaranteeing it, is a clear violation of the federal campaign laws. By the way

this the Congressional Race for the 17th District of Ohio.

Mr. Ryan’s campaign manager, Julie Stitzel, apparently suggests the FEC
approved this loan method. | don’t believe this is possible since when my son, Randy
Walter, ran for Congress in 2000, he was clearly advised by the FEC that such loans

violated the $1000 maximum contribution limit.

I would like a full investigation of this matter and believe all appropriate penalties
and sanctions should be fully applied. All deliberate speed is asked because if these
funds were obtained in violation of Federal law, they should not be able to be used

during the balance of the campaign.

Thanks in advance for your quick attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

. . . Donald L. Walter
- President Don Walter Kitchens
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Signed and sworn to Zeforé me In my presence this %y of W , 2002

Lisa w Reardon -— Notary Public

Don Walter Kitchen Distributors Inc.

260 Victoria Rd. Youngstown, Ohio 44515 330-793-9338



2 12.12 BURGES&BURGES

]

17TH DISTRY

| The congressional candidate
and his campaign treasyrer
& will not disclose the name of

By DAVID SKOINICK
VINDICATOR POLITICS WRITER

\ YOUNGSTOWN ~- A $50.000 laan
\ from state Sen Timothy Fu.i, and |
co-signed by a fnend, to bis con-
gressional campaign committes
v would brinvestigated by the feder-
. al Electon Commussion if someane
4 FHles a complaint, a commission
! spokeswornan satd. -
. Ryan, of Niles, said he obtained the
.1 money from Second National Bank
" in Canfield, but because he has no
collateral, he needed someone to co-
sign the loan.
Neither Ryan nar fulie Stitzel, his
i campaign treasurer, would saywho co-
signed the lvan, except that it was one
' of Ryan's former hasketball coaches,
Ryan and Stitzel said the ¢o-sign-
er's name doss nat have Lo appear on
the campaign finance forms and the
fadure to disclose hus identity on the
reparts 1s 110t an issue,

. "T'm not an expertin federal elec-
tions laws, but I don't befieve his name
has to be on the form,” Ryan said.

_ Stitzel said she contacted the elec
tion commissien about the laan be-
fore Ryan obtained 1t and was told
there would not be a problem witha
co-signer, !

But Kelly Hufl, an elections com- !
mission spokeswoman, said the
commission has specific niles about
loans  Although she would not
specifically say If this lean is ques-_
fionahle, she said if sameone fleda.
complaint about it, the cammis;g)r&

>wouldEaveshiesta o 1. . 24

- r . c o,
Federal election rules say the co-
signer's name must appear on carmi> '
paign financial disclosure forms and *
that the loan is the same 2s a cam- |
paign contmbution, {
“An endorsement or guarantee of a |

bank loan j5 considerad a contnbu-

tion by the endorser or guarantorand |

is thus subject ta the law's protubi-
tions and hmits on contiibutions.” ac- |
tording ta federal election rufes,

Individuals are pecnintted to ‘give;
only $1,000 per election-to & con-
vressional cempaign

Reqpixeme?m

Unless Ryan and his ex-coachrhave,

2 written agreement as to who s te-

sponsible for what portion of the re- .

payment of the Joan, the elections
commission considers them spitang
the repayment responstbilines and,
thus, each is contributing $25,000 to
the congressional campaign

Ryan did not say if he has a written;
agreement with the loan's co-sigfi- -
er, and Stitzel said she cid not jofow'

See Ryan on Page B2 ‘

—
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RYAN | Loan raises
questions
tontinved From B
if one exasted.

Ryan could face 2 monetaty penal-
ty if he were found to have violated
election rules.

“[ have not received anythingfmmn
the FEC sice 1 submitged the report,
cutzel said, " really don't have area-

to think anything 15 WIong
sogm after Ryan was questioned by
The Vindcator about the foan, Stitze}:
said she has contacted the FEC and
is “wockng with them to make sure
that the report s OK.” !
The report was nat correct when
sntzel imtially filed it Apni 14 Ryan's
original campaign report called the
$50,000 a contnbution from the
candidate when it should have been
categorized as a loan. .
Federal election rules required
Ryan to fill out a loan form that
would disclose the name of the co-
signer, what was used for collateral
and the name of the bank,

. stitzel filed an amended report
wath the FEC, dated Sunday, thathists
the loan, the bank and mnterest rate —
6.25 percent — but does not hst the
name of the co-signer

Financial form

The $50,000 represents 76 percent

of the money Ryan raised for his
campaign, according to his most re-
cent campaign financial disclosure
form. )
o don't want to do anything
wrong, and nght now, we're n totai
compliance.” said Shrzel, who's serv-
ing as treasurer of 2 cougressional
campaign committee for the first
time )

1 would assla1e 1f yu verie 5 <0~
ry, then somebody's going 10 read it
and file a complamt,” Huff told ave-
porter. )

*That's the only way we're going
1o know about it. When reports are
filed the treasurer signs them as true
and accurate, We precty much take
a person's ward for it unless other-

wise speafied.”

Ryagfg among six candidates run-
ning 1n the May 7 Democratic pni-
mary for the 17th Congressional Dis-
tnct seat.
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